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A compelling, research-based collection of essays  addressing the disparities in our public schools and 
offering policy recommendations that will help all children in the United States to succeed in school, career, 
and citizenship. 

   

Closing the Opportunity Gap  

In communities across the United States, children lack the crucial resources they 

needðinside and outside of schoolðif they are to reach their potential in college, 

career, and citizenship. These children often learn in inadequately funded schools with 

novice teachers, low expectations, nonrigorous classes, and little or no access to decent 

social supports for health, decent housing and welfare. 

 

Closing the Opportunity Gap addresses the circumstances of these children and 

explains that in order to close Americaôs achievement gap we must first address a far 

more fundamental gap: the opportunity gap.   

 

Closing the Opportunity Gap is written by some of the countryôs leading education 

scholars and offers accessible, research-based essays detailing the inequities in 

education in the United States. Moving beyond conventional academic discourse, this 

book will spark vital new understanding about what schools, parents, educators, and 

policymakers can and should do to give all children a fair chance to thrive. 

 
Acclaim for Closing the Opportunity Gap 

ñThe book provides a powerful critique of the educational and social policies and 

practices that exacerbate the widening economic disparity between rich and poor and 

the growing opportunity gap for too many of our nationôs youth. The authorsô analyses 

of educational inequity and their focus on opportunity to learn offer a much needed 

blueprint and a new social imagination about schooling in the United States.ò 

ð Kris D. Guti®rrez, Inaugural Provostôs Chair and  

Professor of Learning Sciences, University of Colorado Boulder  

 

ñIn one highly readable volume, the nationôs leading scholars provide evidence-based 

accounts of the root causes, everyday realities, and long-term consequences of the 

nationôs weightiest educational problemðprofound inequality in and out of school. 

And, most important, they offer comprehensive, insightful, and useful remedies. Those 

seeking new concepts and strategies for creating the public schools our diverse nation 

desperately needs and deserves need look no further than this astonishing book.ò  

ð Jeannie Oakes, Director of Education and Scholarship, Ford Foundation 

Prudence L. Carter is Associate Professor of Education and (by courtesy) Sociology 

at Stanford University. She is also the Co-Director of the Stanford Center for 

Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE). She is the author of the award-winning 

Keepinô It Real: School Success beyond Black and White (Oxford University Press, 

2005) and Stubborn Roots: Race, Culture and Inequality in U.S. & South African 

Schools (Oxford University Press, 2012).  

 

Kevin G. Welner is Professor of Education at the University of Colorado Boulder and 

Director of the National Education Policy Center. His work examines the use of 

research in policymaking, the intersection between education rights litigation and 

educational opportunity scholarship, and the change process associated with equity-

focused school reform. His eight books include NeoVouchers: The Emergence of 

Tuition Tax Credits for Private Schooling (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008).  
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